
NOTICES OF MOTION | SYNOD 75 

RATIFICATION OF NEW MEMBERS TO LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

MOVED: Peter Crisfield 

SECONDED: Murray Tait 

THAT the appointment of Heather Campbell and The Venerable J. Barry Foster, as new members of the 

Legislative Committee are hereby ratified by this convention of Synod. 

PROCEDURAL MOTION – CANON AMENDMENTS 

MOVED: Murray Tait 

SECONDED: Stephen Koning 

THAT: 

1. as this Synod has received a Notice of Motion from Diocesan Council proposing the adoption and 
enactment of certain proposed amendments to the Canons of the Diocese; 

2. this motion from Diocesan Council is a substantive motion from the floor of Synod; and 
3. as the Canons provide that a substantive motion from the floor of Synod may not be debated unless 

by consent of two thirds of the members of Synod present, 
 

this Synod hereby consents to the debate of the Motion from Diocesan Council proposing the adoption and 

the enactment of certain proposed amendments to the Canons of the Diocese. 

(Needs to be approved by at least a 2/3 majority of all members of Synod present.) 

NOTICE OF MOTION FROM DIOCESAN COUNCIL 

MOVED:               Peter Crisfield 
SECONDED:        Barry Foster 
 
THAT, as recommended by the Legislative Committee and as approved by the Diocesan Council, this 75th 
Convention of the Synod of the Diocese of Calgary hereby adopts and enacts amendments to the Canons 
of the Diocese as described in the attached document and as outlined below: 
 
AMENDMENTS TO CANONS 
 

1. Canon 4C (6) amended to include the following sentence:   “In addition, if requested by the 
Synod Steering Committee, the Nominating Committee shall provide nominations for all elected 
positions to be filled at a Convention of Synod.” 
 

2. Canon 7(6) current paragraph deleted and substituted with: 
 

“A licensed Cleric who wishes to resign from the office to which the Cleric has been 
licensed shall submit to the Bishop the resignation in writing of the office to which the Cleric 
has been licensed together with an effective date of resignation, which effective date of 
resignation shall be at least 3 months after the date the cleric has submitted the written 
resignation to the Bishop.” 
 

3. Canon 7(7) delete. 
 



4. Canon 13 (1) Delete the paragraph starting with “If a member of Parish Council…(through 
to)…….Lay Members of Synod” 

 
5. Canon 13 (13) Delete the last sentence “An equal number of Substitute Lay members of Synod 

shall also be elected.” 
 

6. Canon 13 (15) Delete in its entirety, and replaced with the following:   
 
“If the office of Lay Member of Synod becomes vacant for any reason, the Parish Council 
shall appoint from one of its members a Substitute Lay Member of Synod to fill the 
vacancy.  The Lay Member of Synod appointed by the Parish Council to fill a vacancy shall 
attend Conventions of Synod with the same rights and privileges at such Conventions that 
the original Lay Member of Synod would have had. 
 

7. Canon 13(54) add “The quorum of either an Annual Meeting of Parishioners or a Special 
Meeting of Parishioners shall be Ten (10) members of the Parish.” 
 

8. Canon 13(88) add “The rules of order for Synod as set out in Canon 2, paragraphs 4 through 
11 inclusive, shall be applicable to all Annual Meetings of Parishioners and all Special Meetings 
of Parishioners, mutatis mutandis.” 

 

RATIONALE 

1)  At present there is no link between the Steering Committee and Nominations Committee with 

respect to nominations for General Synod, Provincial Synod or Diocesan Council. 

2) & 3)  C3 (b) of the Constitution states that to be a member of Synod, clergy must hold a license of 

the Bishop. There are a number of clergy fulfilling prominent roles in Parish life who are over 

the age of 70, and given the foregoing, they are not eligible to vote at Synod. In addition there 

“may be” a Human Rights issues with respect to specifying age. As the licensing of clergy is 

within the sole authority of the Bishop, the Bishop would be free to issue a License to clergy 

who are providing a valuable ministry within the Diocese without age limitation, and allowing 

them to vote at Synod. 

4) 5) & 6) 

a) The paragraph in Canon 13 (1) and 13 (15) essentially say the same thing. 
 
b) Deleting 13(13), election of substitute Lay delegates is not required as vacancies are 

now appointed by Council. In addition there was no provision in the existing Canons 
for the election of substitute Lay Delegates, so the sentence being deleted is somewhat 
of an orphan. 

 
7)  The Canons failed to set a quorum number. Ten may seem small, however that takes into 

consideration our smaller Parishes. Parishes that find 10 is too large can opt to use a smaller 

number by using the “Local Variation” process in paragraph 60 of Canon 13. 

8)  Fills deficiency in Rules of Order for Parish meetings. 

 

 

 


